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the Hill when finalizing negotiations
on the Deficit Reduction Act.

To offset the cost of these changes,
we are looking at multiple options: Re-
directing the stabilization fund from
the Medicare Modernization Act pro-
vides some funds. Also Medicare cur-
rently pays for indirect costs of med-
ical education twice, directly and by
inflating payments to Medicare Advan-
tage plans. By paying only once, we
can find additional money.

Mr. Speaker, I would submit that
there are other cost saving measures
that can be employed, and we are cer-
tainly encouraging many groups across
the healthcare spectrum to partner
with us on this.

A recent article in CQ Healthbeat
News from January 25th talks about
the changes that might occur in the
SGR. We had a hearing on Tuesday.
The article says, ‘‘Tuesday’s hearing
may have marked progress of sorts, be-
cause not only were lawmakers at least
talking about what was seemingly an
intractable issue, but they actually of-
fered some ideas for a down payment
on a long-term fix.

“Offering a road map on the issue
was legislation, H.R. 5866, that would
erase the scheduled payment cuts while
arming Medicare beneficiaries with
more information on the quality of
physician care.

“The bill would lower the MEI by 1
percentage point, which in 2007 would
mean a payment increase of 2.7 per-
cent. The Medicare Payment Advisory
Commission called for an update based
on the MEI of 3.7 percent in 2007 minus
an adjustment fact of 0.9 percent, es-
sentially the same number.

“The bill would also enact rec-
ommendations by the Institute of Med-
icine to improve Quality Improvement
Organizations which contract with
Medicare to improve quality of care
under the program. The bill would
make the quality improvement activi-
ties of QIOs available to all providers,
guarantee a minimum of funding for
QIOs and a required review of their re-
sources when the organization’s duties
are expanded.”

Mr. Speaker, I think this is a worth-
while bill. I think this Congress owes it
to the patients and the physicians in
this country that depend upon the
Medicare system. We have done some
great things with expanding the pre-
scription drug program, but it is time
to address some of the other short-
comings of the program.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. GEORGE
MILLER) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California
addressed the House. His remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.
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(Mr. BROWN of Ohio addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. WEINER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. WEINER addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr.
MCDERMOTT) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Mr. McCDERMOTT addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

THE TRUE FACTS IN REGARD TO
PROGRESS IN IRAQ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. GINGREY) is recognized for one-
half the remaining time until midnight
as the designee of the majority leader.

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, today
was an historic day on this House floor
when we heard in a joint session of
Congress from the Prime Minister of
Iraq, Nouri Al-Maliki. The Iraqi people
have spoken and their prime minister
has spoken.

Last night during our special hour,
Mr. Speaker, two of my colleagues
from Georgia talked about the eco-
nomic activity of this country and how
well we have done under the policies of
this President and this Republican
leadership, and they termed that hour
the truth hour as presented by the
truth squad, to make sure the facts are
presented to our colleagues and to the
American people, the true facts.

What I would like to do in this short
time that we have tonight, Mr. Speak-
er, is to talk about the true facts in re-
gard to Iraq and the Iraqi people and
why we need to continue to support
them and not consider for a moment to
bail out in these difficult times that
they are continuing to go through.

Mr. Speaker, I want to just talk
about some of the progress that we
have made. I have got a couple of slides
here that I would like to present.

First, just talking about the security
in Iraq, Iraq’s brutal former dictator,
Saddam Hussein, as we all know, is be-
hind bars and has been for the past
couple of years. Just in the last couple
of months, Mr. Speaker, the infamous,
the notorious Abu Musab al-Zarqawi,
the leader of al Qaeda in Iraq, was
eliminated by United States troops,
with the help, I might add, Mr. Speak-
er, of the Iraqi people, from actionable
intelligence that we obtained from
them.

The Iraqi Security Forces now num-
ber over 260,000, and they are partici-
pating in more than 90 percent, 90 per-
cent, of all security operations in their
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Nation. The Iraqi citizens are coming
forth, as I say, with tips about insur-
gents like al-Zarqgawi and terrorist ac-
tivities, more than 4,500 tips in March
of this year alone.

Of course, Mr. Speaker, this infamous
photograph of Zargawi is recognized by
every Member in this Chamber. And
listen to his quote. ‘‘Americans are the
most cowardly of God’s creatures. They
are an easy quarry. Praise be to God.
We ask God to enable us to kill and
capture them.” This was a letter to al
Qaeda in February of 2004. Thank our
God that this infamous Zargawi no
longer exists and is no longer a threat
to the Iraqi people and to our brave
military that are fighting in Iraq.

Let me just speak a little bit about
democracy, and, of course, the prime
minister spoke to that so well today.
Prime Minister Maliki serves as a
democratically elected prime minister
of Iraq. More than 70 percent of Iraq’s
citizens voted in a series of free and
fair elections. The Iraqi citizens rati-
fied a constitution and they elected the
Iraqi National Unity Government. For
the first time, women are part of the
political process, holding 31 percent of
the assembly seats. The number of
judges has increased seven-fold.

Let’s speak just a little bit about the
society in Iraq. Mr. Speaker, this
shows a picture, that famous picture of
an Iraqi woman holding up that victory
sign with that blue ink on her finger
signifying that she has voted, having
stood in line all day long. There were
lots of terrorist attacks that day, yet
the Iraqi people voted in a higher per-
centage than we Americans vote in a
presidential election year.

Our troops are continuing to help the
Iraqi people in building schools, sanita-
tion projects and medical centers.
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The Iraqi people can now watch com-
mercial television and read inde-

pendent newspapers, signs of a growing
freedom of speech.

Primary school enrollment has in-
creased by nearly 3 million children.
Iraqi medical schools are graduating
2,250 doctors each year. Unemployment
is down dramatically. In the past 3
years, Iraq’s GDP per capita has more
than doubled.

More than 40 countries and inter-
national groups have established em-
bassies or missions in Iraqi to assist
the developing democracy. Listen, Mr.
Speaker, to some of the excerpts of the
prime ministers speech to Congress
today on the floor of this House, as he
thanked the American people.

“Iraq will not forget those who stood
with her and who continue to stand
with her in times of need. Thank you
for your continued resolve in helping
us fight the terrorists plaguing Iraq,
which is a struggle to defend our nas-
cent democracy, and our people who as-
pire to liberty, democracy, human
rights, and the rule of law. All of those
are not just western values, they are
universal values for humanity. They
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